World History – Unit One Study Guide
Terms to know:

Fertile Crescent

Hammurabi
Sumer

Hieroglyphics
Cuneiform



Monotheism 

City-State
Culture

Polytheism

Mesopotamia

Where were the first civilizations developed?  Mesopotamia
Why did the first governments most likely form? The need for irrigation for their farms.
What are the five characteristics of a civilization?
  1. Advanced Cities
  2. Complex Institutions like trade, religion, culture
  3. Specialized Labor – rankings, social classes 
  4. Record Keeping/Writing
  5. Art and Technology
What did the people of Mesopotamia build in order to keep their crops watered? Irrigation canal
What was the purpose of a ziggurat? A place to worship, storage of grain, meeting place, protection
What was significant about the Code of Hammurabi? It was the first written code of laws.
What was a disadvantage of the Code of Hammurabi? Rich and poor, men and women were treated differently
Which civilization was known for their purple dye, glass beads and alphabet?  The Phoenicians
What group of people practiced monotheism? The Hebrews
Why did the Phoenicians dominate trade in the Mediterranean? They were great ship builders and sailors
Egypt

Why were Egyptian farmers more fortunate than the farmers who lived in the Fertile Crescent?

The Nile flooded predictably and the Tigris and Euphrates did not.
What do the pyramids show about the Old Kingdom dynasties?

They were advanced in architecture, math, and transportation. Their economy was strong.
Why was the soil along the Nile fertile?

The flooding brought fertile topsoil to the banks of the river.

What was the purpose of the pyramids?

Tombs for their pharaohs.
Name one way that the Sumerians, the Phoenicians and Egyptians were similar?

They each had a written language
Name a significant contribution of the Phoenicians.

Their alphabet
How did the Egyptians view their Pharaoh?

As a God-King
What writing material did the Egyptians create?

Papyrus
Which civilization had God-Kings as their rulers?

Egyptians
Which river flooded predictably?

The Nile
What group of people practiced monotheism?
